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● 36% of all Pinellas voters have received ballots

● 26% of all Pinellas voters have already voted

Voters Break 200,000 Mark for Mail Ballot Requests
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Thirty-six percent of all registered voters in Pinellas County have already received ballots for the November 4 General Election. And, 26% of all registered voters have already voted.
Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark has mailed or issued more than 200,300 ballots – the highest number of requests ever received for any election in Pinellas County. More than 136,000 of those ballots have already been voted and returned.
This doubles the record for mail ballot requests, which was set during the 2004 General Election when 100,103 mail ballots were requested and 88,360 were voted. 
“When you add the early voting figures to the returned mail ballots,” Clark said, “we already have a 26% turnout – and that’s five days before the election.” 
The increased interest in mail ballots since the Presidential Preference Primary in January has been equal among the Republicans and Democrats. Both parties saw more than 14,200 additional mail ballot requests for the August Primary Election. Additional mail ballot requests for the General Election are 47,414 for the Republicans and 46,921 for the Democrats as of Thursday, October 30.

Clark pointed out that both major political parties have distributed information on mail ballots to their voters. “I think both parties realize the value of having a ballot mailed to your home as opposed to the possibility of something coming up to keep a voter from making it to the polls on Election Day,” Clark said.

Clark encourages all voters to use the convenience of voting by mail since all voters will be using paper ballots in the November 4 General Election, as mandated by the Florida Legislature in House Bill 537. She also reminds voters that state law requires that every eligible mail ballot be included in election results. 
All ballots must be received by the Supervisor of Elections by 7 p.m. Election Day. Voters may return their ballots by mail or deliver them to any Elections Office or ballot dropoff location throughout the county. All dropoff locations have a secure ballot box and an elections staff person for the safety of the ballots. Ballot dropoff locations are available through Friday or Saturday, depending on the location. Hours and dates of operation for dropoff sites are included in the mail ballot kits. 
To pick up a ballot, visit any Supervisor of Elections office. For more information, call (727) 464-6788.
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