May 31, 2007

Members of the Florida Press:

For several years I have heard from parents and students at town hall meetings and public hearings about the many problems that are involved with the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) and score usage.  For years I have asked for an investigation into the FCAT.

I wrote to Senator Don Gaetz, Chair of the Senate Pre-K-12 Education Committee on January 26, 2007, requesting that he have the committee go around the state to hear from the people.  This request was refused.  A copy of that letter is attached.

I was pleased to read in the May 26th  Miami Herald that Senator Gaetz realizes that there are valid concerns and that he wants the committee to investigate FCAT problems.  I have also attached a copy of the article for your convenience.

Sincerely,

Frederica S. Wilson

Senator, District 33

Democratic Leader Pro Tempore

May 31, 2007

Senator Don Gaetz, Chair

Senate Education Pre-K-12 Committee

415 Knott Building

404 S Monroe St

Tallahassee, FL  32399-1100

Dear Chair Gaetz:

Once again I am asking for the Senate Pre-K-12 Education Committee to hold hearings around the state to hear from the people about the FCAT.  I originally asked for this on January 26 th .  A copy of that letter is attached.  I have done preliminary groundwork for these hearings by contacting some of the community colleges to host the meetings.

As Vice-Chair of the committee, I am suggesting that we arrange for a conference call for committee members to discuss how best to pursue this subject.

We have a crisis that must be addressed.

Sincerely,

Frederica S. Wilson

Senator, District 33

Democratic Leader Pro Tempore
