CAROL COOK

It looks as if the controversy over evolution being taught in public school classrooms is heating up. I was wondering what you think about the inclusion of evolution in the proposed science standards.

I don’t think we need to be afraid of any of it. Evolution is a popular belief out there. Many people will tell you it’s science. It’s something that as a society and as a world we need to discuss. It’s worth talking about.

Let me start by saying a whole lot of where I’m going to go with that has to do with how the curriculum is designed. When people wanted to have prayer or Bible study, as long as we’re not trying to convert anyone to a particular religion or a particular belief, I’m willing to have some discussion about it.

I’m not one who would want to protect our students from knowing those thoughts are out there. I think they should also know that creationism is out there. As a Christian, I won’t go so far as to say that God didn’t create the world through evolution. It’s never been such a huge topic for me that it has to be one or the other. I know there are a lot of people who teach the Bible is the only way.

At the same time, as a Christian, I’m not sure I want someone who doesn’t believe in creationism being the one to teach my children about it.

What I would be looking for in the curriculum would be a balance between the trains of thought. Here is evolution. What is its impact? And here is another belief. While both are valid, this is something you need to wrestle with in your life.

So you’re saying both evolution and creationism should be taught in the public schools?

We should expose them to it. I wouldn’t necessarily say teach them. They need to know both things are out there – both trains of thought, both theories. To teach one as if nothing else existed, I think we’re doing our students a disservice.

So you wouldn’t consider the teaching of creationism as a conflict of church and state?

I see no conflict with the separation of church and state. That rule was designed so the state could not tell you which religion you could teach. My concern is the way these ideas would be taught. I don’t want students being forced to believe in creationism any more than I want them to be forced to believe in evolution. I want them to be able to gather the facts and gain the skills to make their own decisions.

To what extent would you consider teaching evolution and intelligent design?

I think our students who are living in this society need to know that both theories, both facts, both trains of thought are out there. They need to know that. We’re constantly trying to teach them critical thinking skills. We as educators should be teaching children how to get information and decide what is real and what isn’t. They need find out if this is fact or if this is someone’s opinion, whether it’s evolution or creationism. They need to get the facts and with their critical thinking, determine what their belief will be.

They need to be exposed to both. They need to know both are out there. I don’t want to cram one down their throats. I also don’t want to get into spending one six weeks on this and one six weeks on that. This is something they’re going to be exposed to I’m assuming much of their lives unless someone can prove somewhere along the line that one is definitely right and one is definitely wrong.

I don’t think we need to get into this at the kindergarten level.

In my faith, it’s not a deal breaker one way or the other. I believe in the Bible. How do I know that’s not how God chose to create man? Does it make any difference? That’s where I stand back and ask, Why are we wasting so much time discussing something we may never have the answer to?

You should be constantly gathering more and more information to determine where you’re going to land with this.
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