JANET CLARK

What do you think about the controversy that’s developing over the inclusion of evolution in the new proposed science standards?

The standards came out a while back. It’s been absolutely quiet. Then this last week it just exploded when the board of education person made her comments. Up until then, I hadn’t heard a peep out of anybody. 

What are your views on the subject?

I stand on evolution. I’m glad it’s in the standards. There was a poll sited that said only 42 percent of the population believes in evolution. Part of it is that people don’t know what evolution is. There are people who think we evolved from apes. That’s absolutely wrong. That’s not part of the theory of evolution at all. But that’s the idea people have. If we don’t teach evolution in schools, where are people going to learn it? It’s like sex education. All we teach is abstinence. Meanwhile, pregnancy rates are going up for teenage girls. Where are they going to get their information when we teach them abstinence only?

What would you say to those who think kids should be taught both evolution and creationism both?

The creation story in the Bible is a creation myth. Every race, every culture, has a creation myth. There are different stories of how the world came into being. When you’re talking about a classroom with 15 different ethnicities, someone will be offended. I’d be hard pressed to say, “We’ll teach this religion’s creation story and not that one.”

Science is progressing all the time. Evolution is the current thought on how life came into being and how things change. I don’t see us going off on another course. They’re not going to do any scientific research on creationism. Any progress in science is going to be based on evolution.

You taught middle school science. Did kids ask you about evolution and creationism?

It did come up. I always prefaced my answers by saying, “This is what some people believe,” just to let them know there are differences. You don’t go into what your personal beliefs are. But not to talk about evolution at all is ridiculous.

I think part of the problem is that people are afraid. kids tune in and out in class. when you’re teaching, they may not be listening to one part of what you say but they listen to another part. then they go home and say, “Mr. so-and-so said blah, blah, blah about Christianity. That’s when that whole ball of wax starts with parents getting upset and teachers getting investigated.

Do you think the new standards will be helpful to teachers when it comes to this subject?

I definitely think it will be helpful. The standards give them guidelines on what they are to teach.

So you’re pleased that evolution is included in the standards?

I think it’s a step forward. It’s a step into the 21st century. A study that came out just last week showed that American children lag behind children in so many other countries when it comes to science. Let’s start teaching the Bible as science and then see how our students compete against the rest of the world.
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