LINDA LERNER

What do you think of the inclusion of evolution in the new science standards?

I think it’s a good thing because evolution is about science.

What do you think about the controversy that has arisen recently over evolution and creationism?

I don’t think there has to be a conflict. I think creationism is a philosophy. It should be taught in synagogues, in mosques, and in churches. That’s where I was taught and that’s where my children were taught. Evolution should be taught in science class because it’s based on scientific evidence.

Can both evolution and creationism be taught in school?

No, because I believe in the separation of church and state. I belong to a temple and that’s where I get my religion. In school, it’s science, not theology we should be teaching. I know there are courses in history where you can learn about religion. But creationism is theology and religious doctrine. One (theory) is science and one is theology and both can exist. But not in a public school science class.
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