MARY BROWN

Do you think intelligent design or creationism should be included in the new science standards?

I’m not going to jump in the middle of that. Under Florida law . . . what we have been teaching has been called “changes over time,” which really is the same thing in my mind as evolution. So therefore what has created the controversy is the word “evolution.” From my standpoint, we have to go with what the state requires. I’m not going to interject my personal opinion as to what we should or what we should not do. Whatever my personal opinion is, it’s not one that takes precedence here.

I have not seen the standards. Since I have not seen them, I don’t think it would be fair of me (to comment). I’m not going to interject my personal opinion.

I’m sure it will be an issue. There are people who have very strong opinions on the subject.

Has the Pinellas School Board discussed the issue of the new science standards and the inclusion of evolution?

The discussion has not come before the Pinellas County School Board. Usually we do look at (the standards). The standards . . . obviously needed to be changed. I want to see the standards. I want to see why they changed it. I don’t know why they changed it. I have to presume that what we were teaching was not good enough. The way our world is going, our children have to be more up-to-date on science and facts and so forth. If we are going to compete . . . they must assume they were not up to par. I have to assume that.

So you can’t say whether the change to include evolution in the new standards is good or bad when it excludes intelligent design or creationism?

It’s not that I can’t, it’s that I won’t. I want to see the standards.
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