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Stephanie Ann Bikowski

Burney Elementary School, 4th grade
Ms. Bikowski, a teacher for 8 years, uses the element of surprise to keep her students engaged with learning.  On any given school day, the students will find her dressed in disguises such as Nancy Drew, Albert Einstein and even Simon Cowell to demonstrate the day’s lessons.  Ms. Bikowski’s creative influence reaches farther than her classroom.  First, she implemented a school wide recycling program teaching all students the importance of growing green.  Then, she created a mentoring program for her school to help struggling students.  The program has helped these students soar academically and emotionally.  Ms. Bikowski often involves the community when exploring ways to help her students learn.  Community leaders are guest speakers in classrooms and area businesses helped to create the Butterfly Reading Garden.  For Ms. Bikowski, it is an honor to live, teach and serve in the community which has provided her such rich opportunities both personally and professionally. 
Terry Senhauser

Nelson Elementary School, 4th grade
Mr. Senhauser has been a teacher for 16 years.  His goal is to create a classroom environment that excites students about being at school and makes learning come to life.  The primary way he does this is by incorporating circus skills into his math and science classes as a way to motivate.  The students spend the last five minutes of class each Friday learning to juggle, plate spin and other circus skills.    This has proven to be successful in both his ESE and AP classes because in the spring the classes put on a show for the school.  In addition to being excited about performing circus tricks, the students learn two important concepts.  First, just because something is difficult, you should never give up.  Second, everyone is good at different things.  Along with implementing creative learning techniques, Mr. Senhauser also coordinates a ceremony called “Ribbons to Remember” to observe September 11.  He felt it was important due to the many military families in the school.   It is now a cherished tradition at Nelson Elementary School.
Courtney Lea Clark

Gorrie Elementary School, 4th grade
Ms. Clark has been a teacher for 7 years.  She has learned to use every minute of her school day to maximize the academic excellence in her school.  During her lunch periods she holds a monthly grade level “Battle of the Books Lunch Bunch”.  They play games with predetermined and books and practice with buzzers.  Also during lunch, she holds a “Weekly Academic Lunch” for all fourth grade students struggling in math.   This assistance has improved students’ confidence and test scores.   Involvement doesn’t just mean students, Ms. Clark engages the parents by having writing workshops, allowing parents to volunteer in her classroom, distributing a class newsletter, and being available for conferences and questions in person, phone or email.  Ms. Clark volunteers in the community as way to help to encourage academic success.  She volunteers at the Westshore Mall Earning for Learning Program, she collects Box Tops for Education Programs, and is involved with the School Advisory Council and Parent Teacher Association.  Ms. Clark is a teacher everyday of her life, not just on designated school days.
Mary G Booth

Chiles Elementary School, 2nd grade
Ms. Booth has been fostering excellence in education as a teacher for 15 years.  This year, she initiated a professional learning community (PLC) to enhance the use of technology within classrooms.  She recognized that involving students in instructional technology is an essential portal for them to interact with curriculum.  She also knew that this learning community would only succeed if the teachers could use the technology along with their students.  With 25 teachers involved in the PLC, Ms. Booth has conducted trainings and sought experts to educate the teachers through interactive hands-on learning.  Students have been provided motivation to learn and utilize their new found technology by receiving recognition as the highly coveted “Geek of the Week”.  Ms. Booth not only educates students but teachers as well.  She serves as a National Board Certified Mentor, a trainer for Professional Study Days and has been a presenter for the 2007 Accomplished Teacher’s Academy.  
Marcy Ringdahl

Summerfield Elementary School, Media/Technology Resource Teacher
Ms. Ringdahl has been teaching for 4 years.  She promotes education through her passion for reading and learning.  She is very proud of the third and fifth grade reading programs, “The Sugar Bowl” and “The Magical Bowl”; that she developed for her school as an extension of the district’s “Battle of the Books”.  Each event culminates in an exciting hands-on celebration in the Media Center where book circulation statistics have doubled.  Ms Ringdahl also developed a writing project called “Read S’More Write S’More”, where K-5th grade students write and publish their own books, later sharing them around a “campfire” complete with s’mores.  She is overwhelmed when she sees the students’ sense of accomplishment and prise as they present their book to others.  To include parental involvement with her reading and writing programs, Ms. Ringdahl orchestrated her school’s participation in “Read of the Record and America’s Biggest Bedtime Story” where parents sign contracts agreeing to read to their children.  Her dedication to motivation programs, student writing projects and parent involvement initiatives have all contributed to her school’s “A” grade.
Debby Dowell

Bartels Middle School, 6th grade language arts, reading, geography; 8th grade reading, team leader
As a teacher for 15 years, Ms. Dowell demonstrates a superior ability to foster excellence in education on a daily basis.  She shares her enthusiasm for learning with her students which in turn, creates excitement in them.  Through continuous assessments, both formal and informal, she is able is determine the instructional levels of each of her students while also determining which of her students need enrichment and which need remediation in a particular skill or concept.  Ms. Dowell sets high expectations for each of her students and works with them before, during and after school to ensure that they become the very best individuals they can become, academically and personally.  Her classroom is a community where trust and confidence are built and minds are enriched through collaboration and mutual respect.

Kristy C. Verdi

Randall Middle School, 7th grade geography
Ms. Verdi has been teaching for 14 years.  She believes the first step in creating and improving a positive learning environment is to establish a purpose that the students can understand.  Students who spend all of their time wondering why they must learn something will never move forward to truly understand and apply their newfound knowledge.  Ms. Verdi addresses needs for what many students consider to be “useless information”.  To improve student learning, she focuses the students on solving a real world problem such as curing cancer.  In her classroom, students will learn about the rainforests and Brazil and will teach other about the connection between the depletion of the rainforest and the loss of possible cancer curing plants.  In making this powerful connections, students retain geographical knowledge (location, climate, culture, ect…) because of the connection to something that directly effects them, cancer.
Isidoros D Passalaris

Williams Middle Magnet School, geography teacher
Twelve years ago, Mr. Passalaris started teaching reading and writing in Brooklyn, NY.  Since he has moved to Florida, he has been strictly a social studies teacher and 7th grade geography teacher.  This required Mr. Passalaris to adjust to a completely new curriculum, one which he has found quite rewarding.  He incorporates the methodology of the readers and writers workshop he used in New York with new and innovative curricula he has developed in Hillsborough County.  Mr. Passalaris was trained in Kagan’s Cooperative Learning and CRISS, which he uses on a daily basis in his classes.  Cooperative learning groups and effective collaboration are essential parts of his class in which students share their learning and work to build each other’s understanding through accountable talk and organized projects. 
Donald K Langland

Brandon High School

Mr. Langland has been a teacher for 31 years and is currently a director of an orchestra program.  The attitude of his students has gone from “Mom and Dad want me here” to “When is out next performance”.  This has been accomplished by a “we can succeed” philosophy and an attitude of high expectations.  In his class, Mr. Langland has been very fortunate to be able to bring in college professors and professional musicians to work with his students in small groups outside of the school day, which has increased the musicianship from poor to consecutive superiors at county, state and national competitions.  This past year, Mr. Langland implemented two new classes; Music Appreciation and Advanced Placement Music Theory.  He will be presenting a session on “Developing Student Leaders” to his faculty.  Though his teacher mentoring/training and implementation of new courses, Mr. Langland has helped continually raise the level of student learning and the quality of his school’s environment.
Sylvia C. Albritton

Youth Services
Ms. Albritton has been teaching for 36 years.  She feels that it is her responsibility to assist in setting a professional tone for her peers, modeling best practices and providing support where needed for both staff and students.  She does this by being involved in the total school program, encouraging participation in community projects such as, writing letters to troops and having her students enter essay and art competitions.  Ms. Albritton also writes proposals and monitors assessment data to assist her students in improving their academic performances.  This summer, she was selected to make a presentation at the DJJ State Conference on the value of differentiated instruction in conjunction with the Department of Juvenile Justice.  Ms. Albritton, felt it was an honor to give back to the educational system.

Juanita Sanderson

West Tampa Elementary School
Ms. Sanderson has been an educator for the past 27 years.  It is her desire to bring out the best in her students each and every day.  She foster’s this excellence in her students through the use of Florida’s curricula, life changing teaching strategies and the best materials that both the educational system and her personal funds can afford.  By exposing her students to a variety of strategies that will change their lives as learners and quality materials and encouraging them not to accept the “I can’t” attitude, Ms. Sanderson’s students see themselves as dynamic learners.  Within each student is a desire to learn, to do something with excellence; by tapping into what she believes to be an innate desire, children reach upward and they see their reflections as true learners.  Once her students see the possibilities of excellence coming from within them, there is no stopping them from impacting each others lives, their environments and their teacher!

Ross Anderson

Sligh Middle Magnet Technology School
Mr. Anderson has been a teacher for 3 years.  He believes that “knowledge is power” and seeks to teach his students about things that they might not be exposed to in their lives at home and school, such as the stock market, how to save money, and restaurant etiquette.  Mr. Anderson not only teaches them academics but lift lessons, such as every action has a consequence, respect for self and others, just to name a few.  Mr. Anderson expects his students to read at least 3 books each month, helping out with chores around the house, participating in volunteer events, and maintaining at least a 3.0 GPA in school.  Mr. Anderson believes that you can learn just as much from your students as they can learn from you.  It is not about quantity of time but quality.  Listening and showing students respect plays a crucial role in teaching.  We all learn something new each day and it is what we do with that knowledge that is they key to our success.
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