NOTE TO READERS OF THE GRADEBOOK: This thread starts at the bottom. Emails from the Pinellas Education Foundation are in red; emails from school district employees are in blue.

----- Message from Clark Janet <CLARKJA@pcsb.org> on Thu, 31 Jul 2008 12:51:57 -0400 -----

	To:
	"ghogan@aol.com" <ghogan@aol.com>, Koperski David <koperskid@pcsb.org>, "rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com" <rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com>

	cc:
	Robinson Jim <ROBINSONJAMES@pcsb.org>, Beaty Debbie <BEATYD@pcsb.org>, "Terry.Boehm@pinellaseducation.org" <Terry.Boehm@pinellaseducation.org>, "JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org" <JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org>

	Subject:
	RE: Meeting Confirmation


Gerry- I’m sorry. Bob indicated that he was unwilling to have Mr. Koperski join us and would not meet under that condition. I had not heard anything to the contrary by 11 this morning, so I made other plans. 

Janet Clark

From: ghogan@aol.com [mailto:ghogan@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 12:11 PM
To: Koperski David; rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com
Cc: Clark Janet; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; Terry.Boehm@pinellaseducation.org; JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org
Subject: Re: Meeting Confirmation

Mr. Koperski,

Thank you for your explanation of why you are acompaning Ms. Clark to today's meeting at PEF.  This broad interpretation certainly stretches the goal of the Sunshine Laws.  Based upon this point of view may we now assume that all of Ms. Clark's meetings on school policy issues whether or not she is the lone school board member in the meeting, will have a school board attorney present?  Further, will this point of view be applied to other forms of communication such as chat rooms and blog commentary in which a school board members participate?

It seems to me this interpretation of the Sunshine  Law is a significant change in Pinellas school board policy and deserves full transparency and should be disclosed to the full board for discussion as well as notification to all local media of this change.  I defer to your legal experience in this matter but to give me peace of mind, I will ask my corporate counsel to research this matter in order to insure that in no way to I run afoul of Florida law.

In order to make today's meeting as productive as possible (I will join you by telephone) can we defer further discussion of the issue of your presence to a later time?  As seems to often happen when the Pinellas school board members discuss critical student achievement issues, the subject is often lost in broad ranging discourse of perifial points.  Improving student achievement is our single goal.

Thank you,

Gerry Hogan
-----Original Message-----

From: R.D. McIntyre [mailto:rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 12:46 PM

To: Koperski David

Cc: Clark Janet; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; ghogan@aol.com; Terry Boehm; JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org

Subject: RE: Meeting Confirmation

Good Afternoon Mr. Koperski,

This meeting is for one purpose only, to share the data we have

accumulated with Mrs. Clark showing the crisis Pinellas County Schools

are in.

There is nothing more important than that.  So if Janet feels so

strongly that you should join the meeting, fine, we look forward to

seeing you both.

Mr. Koperski, I must say that your interpretation of the Sunshine Law

has taken on new meaning and I hope that this significant change in

Policy is carried through for all School Board members.

Bob McIntyre

-----Original Message-----

From: Koperski David [mailto:koperskid@pcsb.org]

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 11:16 AM

To: R.D. McIntyre

Cc: Clark Janet; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; ghogan@aol.com; Terry

Boehm; JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org

Subject: RE: Meeting Confirmation

Mr. McIntyre:

I am writing in response to your comments regarding the meetings portion

of the Sunshine Laws ("Sunshine Law") in your email to Ms. Clark this

morning.

Although the general rule is that the Sunshine Law applies only when two

or more members of the same public board meet to discuss a matter on

which foreseeable action will be taken by the board, the law has also

been applied to meetings involving only one board member.

Court and Attorney General opinions interpreting the Sunshine Law,

including those ruling that it applies to certain meetings involving

only one board member, rely heavily on the principle that the Sunshine

Law must be broadly interpreted to ensure the maximum public access to

the decision-making process of public boards.  Further, the Florida

Supreme Court held that the Sunshine Law is to be construed "so as to

frustrate all evasive devices."

From these principles, numerous meetings with an individual board member

have been held to violate the Sunshine Law.  For example, a series of

meetings held with an individual board member by a liaison or

intermediary cannot be used to conduct a public discussion that would

otherwise be held in the Sunshine.

Our concern is and has been that any meetings with individual School

Board members that include a request for them to commit their support

for an issue that will most likely come before the School Board for

action could appear to be improper, even if not ultimately held to be a

violation of the Sunshine Law.

Sincerely,

David Koperski

Assistant School Board Attorney

Pinellas County Schools

301 Fourth Street SW

PO Box 2942

Largo, FL  33779-2942

727-588-6219 (t)

727-588-6514 (f)

koperskid@pcsb.org

-----Original Message-----

From: R.D. McIntyre [mailto:rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 9:09 AM

To: Clark Janet; JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org

Cc: ghogan@aol.com; Koperski David; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; Terry

Boehm

Subject: RE: Meeting Confirmation

Janet,

We have requested these meetings with our elected School Board Members

to exchange ideas, talk about Pinellas County Schools and the crisis we

face with the number of students who are dropping out and being left

behind.

We have developed a White Paper which I am sure you have a copy of.  If

not, one was sent to your Chairman Nancy Bostock.  Look it over before

the meeting and decide whether you endorse it or not.  You certainly do

not need an attorney to make your decision. Mrs. Lerner didn't sign it

and she didn't need Mr. Koperski to advise her.

None of the other School Board members brought an attorney with them and

there is certainly no violation of the Sunshine Law when 1 School Board

member meets with any organization or individual. The Sunshine Law

addresses two or more of your Board members meeting on an item coming

before your Board.  It certainly does not apply here. With all the

meetings you attend and all the organizations you speak to, does Mr.

Koperski attend them with you should you receive questions from the

audience - of course not.

Janet, I sense you don't want to meet with us and that's up to you.

Just let Joanne at the Foundation know.  As I stated earlier, we do not

intend to have an attorney, present at this meeting.  For some reason

you must think it is meant to be adversarial and that certainly is not

the case.  Exchanging ideas between the School Board and the Education

Foundation is nothing new.

Terry and I will be at the Foundation for the 2:00 meeting. We hope you

will join us in the spirit for which the meeting is intended.

Bob

-----Original Message-----

From: Clark Janet [mailto:CLARKJA@pcsb.org]

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 8:55 PM

To: R.D. McIntyre; JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org

Cc: ghogan@aol.com; Koperski David; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; Terry

Boehm

Subject: RE: Meeting Confirmation

I'm sorry you feel that way, Bob. You aren't requesting to meet with me

as a constituent, and if you were, I would still have concerns about

Sunshine compliance if your intention is to ask me to sign a statement

of support on an issue that could come before the School Board. Mr.

Koperski was asked to attend to help me make sure that I comply with

Florida law.

If you reconsider your stance, I can meet with you if you let me know

before 11 am.

By the way, I was at a conference all day, not behind a desk, and was

unable to constantly monitor and respond to email.

Janet R. Clark

-----Original Message-----

From: R.D. McIntyre [mailto:rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 5:14 PM

To: R.D. McIntyre; Clark Janet; JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org

Cc: ghogan@aol.com; Koperski David; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; Terry

Boehm

Subject: RE: Meeting Confirmation

Janet,

We have not heard back from you regarding tomorrow's meeting.

We are supporters and constituents of the system and do not intend to

have an attorney present during our meeting.  If you are not willing to

meet without an attorney being present then we need to reconsider the

meeting.

Bob McIntyre

-----Original Message-----

From: R.D. McIntyre

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 10:32 AM

To: Clark Janet; 'JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org'

Cc: 'ghogan@aol.com'; Koperski David; Robinson Jim; Beaty Debbie; Terry

Boehm

Subject: RE: Meeting Confirmation

Janet,

We have met with the other School Board members and none of them felt it

was necessary to have an attorney present. These meetings are not

adversarial, but meetings to find out where an elected School Board

member stands on important issues relating to the children and parents

of Pinellas County. By inviting Mr. Koperski, a man I know and respect,

it still sets the wrong tone for the purpose of the meeting.

I am curious, do you always bring an attorney to meetings with private

citizens or other organizations interested in Public Education. The

Pinellas Education Foundation has been a strong supporter of Public

Education and the Pinellas County School Board for many years and I am

sure Mr. Koperski is as amazed as I am in why he has been asked to

attend this meeting.

Bob McIntyre

Bob McIntyre

-----Original Message-----

From: Clark Janet [mailto:CLARKJA@pcsb.org]

Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 9:39 AM

To: 'JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org'

Cc: R.D. McIntyre; 'ghogan@aol.com'; Koperski David; Robinson Jim; Beaty

Debbie

Subject: Re: Meeting Confirmation

Thank you, Joanne. Would you share with Bob and Terry that I have asked

David Koperski, one of the Board attornies, to accompany me? I hope this

won't be a problem.

Janet Clark

Janet R. Clark

--------------------------

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

----- Original Message -----

From: JoAnne Ratliff <JoAnne.Ratliff@pinellaseducation.org>

To: Clark Janet

Cc: R.D. McIntyre <rdmcintyre@ditekcorp.com>; ghogan@aol.com

<ghogan@aol.com>

Sent: Wed Jul 30 08:37:38 2008

Subject: Meeting Confirmation

Good Morning Mrs. Clark,

Just confirming that you are meeting with Terry in our office tomorrow

at 2:00 p.m. eastern time.  Bob McIntyre will also be here and Gerry

Hogan may participate by phone.  Mr. Hogan, if you are able to

participate please call in at 2.  Thank you.

JoAnne Ratliff

Executive Assistant

Pinellas Education Foundation

12090 Starkey Road

Largo, FL 33773

727-588-4816 Ext. 2120

ratliffj@pinellaseducation.org

www.pinellaseducation.org
