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PROGRESS ENERGY FLORIDA & SCIENCE CENTER INVEST IN TOMORROW’S SCIENTISTS
St. Petersburg, FL (October 10, 2008) – The Science Center of Pinellas County is surging with positive energy.  The grand opening of a Progress Energy room will be held at the Science Center on October 10th, with third graders from Rawlings elementary, Mayor Rick Baker, and the CEO and President of Progress Energy, Jeff Lyash.

 “When I was a student, science curriculum didn’t focus on the discovery and use of alternative energy,” says Madeline McNaughton, executive director of the non-profit Science Center.  “Today’s students are living in a new, global energy environment.  Learning about clean, affordable power and energy efficiency is important for them.”

Thanks to funding from the Progress Energy Foundation, Pinellas County students will learn about electricity, alternative energy and energy efficiency, at the Science Center.  In the new room, teachers will conduct classes for third, fourth, and fifth grades on solar energy, hydrogen fuel cells, energy efficiency, electricity, and much more.

“It’s likely that many children will know more about energy than their parents when they leave the new Progress Energy room,” says McNaughton.  

“Progress Energy’s collaboration with the Science Center of Pinellas County will help teach elementary students about the importance of a balanced solution, including energy efficiency and alternative energy, need to produce reliable electricity that is environmentally responsible,” says Jeff Lyash, Progress Energy Florida president and CEO.  “Our company has a proud history of supporting education in our communities, through our Foundation, with many efforts focused on providing opportunities for students to learn more about energy. Today's students are the homeowners of tomorrow and will be responsible for making wise energy choices.”

The Progress Energy Foundation invested $25,000 in the Science Center with hopes of improving the education of budding scientists.  

“It’s important to get them excited early so they will have interest in learning complex theories as they progress to junior high and high school,” adds McNaughton.

The Progress Energy room opens on Friday, October 10, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.  Saint Petersburg mayor Rick Baker will speak at the event.  Jeff Lyash, president and CEO of Progress Energy, will also be present and he will be joined by 3rd graders from Rawlings Elementary after the grand opening.  For more information, visit www.ScienceCenterOfPinellas.com or call the Science Center at 727-384-0027.
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