Opportunities for Flexibility

· Provide temporary flexibility with capital funding through the special session implementing bill.  Since the result of the special session will likely be significant mid-year cuts to school districts; full flexibility should be provided for all districts, regardless of their class size implementation status, in order to minimize the impact of the cuts on the classroom.  

· Extend the one-year delay of class size implementation, allowing districts to remain at school-wide levels for another year.  

· Delay the new Virtual K-8 requirement for one year.

· Delay the textbook adoption cycle. 

· Allow more flexibility with the new Physical Education requirements so that instruction does not have to be offered in 30 consecutive minute intervals.

· Allow one-time only flexibility with the Instructional Materials funding

.

· Delay the implementation of high school reform provisions contained in SB 1908, such as the unfunded remediation requirement.

· Provide more flexible opportunities for the Summer FCAT.

Current Unfunded Mandates

· Differentiated Accountability Model:  No funding is provided to support the required programs/strategies for non-Title I schools that have been identified by the Florida Department of Education for this program. 

· Virtual Instruction K-8:  There are currently no funds available for program planning or start-up costs related to this requirement.

· Increased Physical Education:  There has not been additional funding provided to pay for the costs associated with the implementation of this new requirement.

· Implementation of New Generation Sunshine State Standards:  No additional funding has been provided for the additional planning time necessary to align curriculum to the new standards.  Additionally, the standards adoption schedule is not aligned with the textbook adoption schedule, an oversight that will add future implementation costs to districts.

· The Computer Training Program for Discounted Computers:  No new funding has been provided for school districts to implement DOE Rule 6A-10.07.  

· The Removal of the NRT Assessment:  The requirement to use an alternate assessment for 3rd graders who fail the FCAT but demonstrate proficiency is still in place, at an additional cost to the districts.  NRT testing should still be provided for at least 3rd and 10th graders.  

· Career Academy Development:  No additional funding has been provided for the planning and development of infrastructure necessary to develop a quality career academy program.
· High School Acceleration (SB 1908):  Funding is not provided for increasing Advanced Placement and other acceleration options as required by legislation.

· Kindergarten Readiness:  While the testing is paid for, no funding is provided for administration and training costs to meet this requirement.

· PreK-VE Requirement: Assessing these students with the BDI is not funded.

· Merit Pay:  There is no funding for the development of an assessment tool or for administration of this program. 

· Problem Solving Response to Intervention (PS/RtI):  With the PS/RtI model, additional support is provided to students while they are in general education prior to the determination of eligibility for ESE services.  General education resources are not sufficient for the level of additional support needed within the core instructional program.    

· McKay Scholarship Administration:  Districts are not currently authorized to collect administrative costs for the expensive requirements that are placed upon Districts for proper administration of this program.  
· Major Areas of Interest (MAI):  These do not align with the CAPE Act requirements. MAI requirements are redundant and costly to districts.   
