I. David Berger

Land O’ Lakes High School

“Early in my career, I developed the following motto:  Mediocrity is for the timid; excellence, for those who dare.  I truly believe that those who are too afraid to try ultimately aspire to mediocre levels because that feels safe, but students who ‘dare’ to try new things and take hold of their learning, achieve excellence because they develop strong principles for themselves.”


Mr. Berger teaches International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, and 12th Grade English.  He has been teaching for sixteen years.


Empowering students by putting them in positions of leadership, Mr. Berger finds that leaders do emerge.  He has developed an extensive Holocaust Studies unit tied to brain-based learning, instituted the Gator Guild of Writers Club, and created the school’s literary magazine, Jambalaya, featuring students’ artwork and writing.

As the last English teacher some of these students will have, his role goes beyond teaching Shakespeare, Yeats, or even developing analytical skills in literature.  In his acclaimed “Berger University” program, students work on strong college essays, interview question responses, and college applications, so they can approach their “real” colleges with less pressure.  He encourages students to become independent thinkers and facilitators through interactive literary discussions. Mr. Berger feels being a highly effective teacher comes from loving what he does, originating from a passion for learning he gained as a child.

Mr. Berger is a member of United School Employees of Pasco, was recording secretary on the Board of Trustees for his synagogue, and in 2003, created his after-school Latin class.  He has had the privilege of taking students and parents to England, Ireland, and Wales to see life “across the pond” and show them how the world looks from the other side. 
Kathryn Bylsma

Dr. John Long Middle School

“After graduation, I was honored and anxious to become part of the family of Pasco County educators.  Since then, the leadership of Pasco County has provided me significant opportunities for personal growth, as well as opportunities to guide students to become lovers of learning, effective problem solvers and realize this sense of community and belonging.  Through this purpose, I can honestly say my soul is truly being fulfilled.”


An educator for 15 years, Ms. Bylsma teaches Middle Grades Gifted Science.  The oldest child in a military family that moved seventeen times before she entered high school, Ms. Bylsma thanks her parents for the value of education and for encouraging her to strive for excellence, something which she has adopted as a value for herself.  Ms. Bylsma believes teachers must be keen observers, empathetic listeners, flexible facilitators, truthful reflectors, purposeful evaluators, unending learners, and enthusiastic communicators.  Hence, she feels a teacher must possess a set of specific skills much like a super-hero possesses special powers to accomplish such a daunting task.  Ms. Bylsma has discovered inquiry learning is not only an educational equalizer, but also an essential skill necessary for today’s ever-changing world.  She notes, “For me, I have satisfied my responsibility and feel extremely satisfied that I have been able to impact today’s students, and in turn, the future.”

Ms. Bylsma is a member of United School Employees of Pasco, leads a Senior High Sunday School group in weekly fellowship and worship, and is a member of the Relay for Life Team.  Ms. Bylsma has been a presenter at the Florida Association of Science Teachers Conference, a trainer of Pasco County’s Math/Science Institute, and a volunteer with Pasco Environmental Lands Acquisition and Management Program to construct the environmental center adjacent to the Pithlachascotee River.  Her classes participate in the Adopt a Longleaf Pine Program and Coastal Cleanup.

Stephanie Walls

Pine View Middle School

“With each new group of students, I become a better educator.  Education is powerful.  We are all capable of making a difference.  We just have to choose to do so.  Regardless of your life’s path, each one of us has the potential to succeed and rise up.”


Mrs. Walls, once a senior business analyst, committed herself to completing the Alternative Certification Program for teaching Language Arts, which she has been teaching for six years.

Mrs. Walls teaches her students the way she would like to be taught, promoting her class as a safe haven, taking her rewards that come from her day to day teaching.  She believes no student is exactly like another and tells her students that, with each new class, she becomes a better teacher.  The students are like gift-wrapped packages; with each day, another layer is unwrapped.

Mrs. Walls notes that, as teachers, we spend five days a week with these little jewels, and we see the different facets that, in fact, make them jewels.
One of the ways that she believes she is strengthening the profession is by sharing her lunchtime with her students. If students need help, or if they are falling behind in class, she gives them a lunch pass to her room.  They bring their lunch and work together on challenging tasks.

Mrs. Walls serves as a mentor for Clinical Educator Training for interns from two local universities and is a member of United School Employees of Pasco.  Due to her son’s illness, Mrs. Walls is highly involved with the non-profit organization, APFED, the American Partnership for Eosinophilic Disorders.

