Thank you for your interest in the fundamental programs in this district.  The track record for success of these schools has been very much on the positive side.

As the district moves forward in its transition from a Choice-based student assignment plan to a zoned school system, many factors have to be taken into consideration, particularly at the high school level.  The decision for expansion of fundamental seats at the high school level is one of those factors. 

The school board has a workshop scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2009.  Student assignment issues are part of the agenda for the workshop.  At that time, the board members will hear more about the impact of adding new programs at the high school level.  With the mandate for centers of excellence to be at every school by 2010-11, full compliance of the class size amendment, feeder patterns from middle school to high school, a new Magnet Schools Assistance Program grant possibility, a redesign of the dropout prevention options in the district, budget revenue projections and other variables make any decisions in this area ones that need to be carefully thought out.

When adding new programs at the high school level, all schools are impacted if the programs are to be open to all students in the county.  It would necessitate a total rezoning of all high school zones as we know them today.  Rezoning is a process that needs extensive prior planning as program locations are determined over a longer period of time.

Various options will be offered to the school board at November 17, 2009, workshop.  Your input will be shared with them at that time to help in their decision making.

Respectfully,

James F. Madden, Jr.

Deputy Superintendent, Curriculum & Operations
