Early Morning Fire at McDonald Elementary Damages Several Classrooms

Primary Grades will be in Media Center, Cafeteria Next Week

Tampa, Fla. – (November 14, 2009) – An early morning fire today damaged several classrooms at McDonald Elementary in Seffner, and plans are being made to relocate primary grade students to the cafeteria and media center next week.

Roughly 15 classrooms suffered damage, mostly smoke damage. The school has 38 classrooms.

Principal Dave McMeen is sending an automated phone message to McDonald Elementary parents this afternoon (Saturday) notifying them that the school plans to follow the usual schedule on Monday, and that several classes simply will be relocated. The principal also is sending a phone message to staff, arranging for several teachers to come in on Sunday to get their relocated classrooms ready for when students arrive Monday morning.

Cleanup crews arrived at the school this morning and began assessing the damage and starting the clean-up job. It’s unclear at this time how long the damaged classrooms will be unusable. The week of Thanksgiving the entire school district will be closed for the holiday.
