    The modest goal of just encouraging parents to support learning

by the children is most gratifying.   In Gainesville, the Caring and

Sharing public Charter K-5 School co-directors Simon and Verna Johnson

had a similar experience when they held a reception for display of

Kaleidophotos(TM) created from photos taken by third to fifth graders

last year.   Parents who attended expressed awe at the accomplishments

of their children at the school.   Several have shown more interest

than they did before they had that opportunity.

    (The creation/use of the photos got attention in the last edition of

the St. Pete Times at Home section [March 23, 2008].  The

focus was on butterflies.   We are trying to reach children

and their parents, through photos, so that they can learn

to "enjoy" print--or the web--through visuals.   From the photos

the intent is to work back through captions/headlines, until

limited content can be read by children and their parents.)

    I myself was dubious about the benefit of such limited gain until

that reception.  Since then, the Kaleidophotos have been displayed

at the Florida Museum of Natural History, and at the Airport.  Most

recently the photos were displayed at the Gainesville Downtown

Art Fair this past weekend, and at the McGuire Center's Butterfly Fest.

The accomplishments of the children made known to the parents

is another way to get parents involved at least to a limited extent.

    It also is vital to get most schools--and those who propose reading

programs--to understand how limited the capability of some parents

might be because of their own educational deficits.   Most schools

seem to be unaware that many parents who were deprived of educational

opportunity themselves are not supportive out of ignorance rather

than indifference.  The subtle shift of demanding that parents be

held accountable for the children's performance at school lets too

many school personnel to shrug off their own inabilities to reach the youngsters.

    My own personal experience stems from acting as lead counsel

in a landmark case in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  The legal outcome

required a school district there to educate teachers about the 

home language of poor black students, that is, Black English.

We represented  children in a low-income scattered site housing project

who attended a nearby middle class integrated elementary school.

On site, in the housing for 60 households, we found no written

materials at all.  The mother of one of children said she loved to

read.  When I asked what she like to read in particular, she

responded "mostly paragraphs."   The case was featured on

PBS-TV Do You Speak American? in 2005.  

     The need for schools to actively involve parents as a priority

especially in elementary school cannot be over-emphasized.

