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Statement by

PATRICIA LEVESQUE 
Regarding the Lawsuit Filed Against the Florida State Board of Education, Et Al. 

“The lawsuit filed today against the Florida Board of Education, leaders of the Florida Legislature and Florida Department of Education Commissioner Eric Smith ignores the incredible progress made by Florida’s students during the last decade. 
“This lawsuit is based on myths perpetuated by critics of reform who care more about protecting the status quo for adults than improving the quality of education for students. This is the same old cast of characters who have opposed bold, outcome-based reforms for a decade – and continue to stand in the way of progress.
“They can’t win at the ballot box, or in the court of public opinion, so they are taking their losing, misguided battle to the judicial system. 

“Since introducing accountability and school choice, Florida has experienced unprecedented rising student achievement in public schools, especially among our poor and minority students. The results are indisputable.

“Today, Florida is a top-ten state in the nation according Education Week. In every grade, the percentage of students performing at or above grade level in reading and math has made double-digit leaps since 2001. Florida has been recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as one of only five states in the nation to close the achievement gap, with our Hispanic fourth grade students outscoring the average student in 15 other states and our African-American fourth graders outscoring 73 percent of their peers nationally. Notably, as the entire nation turns its attention to education reform, Florida has been singled out as ground zero for the competitive Race to the Top program. 

“We have made extraordinary progress, but we have a long way to go. We must accelerate our efforts to ensure every single Florida child graduates from high school prepared for success in college and the workforce.
“In the coming year and beyond, the Foundation for Florida’s Future will remain focused on what is really important – keeping the promise of a quality education for every single Florida student.   While the critics of progress launch into their legal battle, the Foundation for Florida’s Future will fight for Florida’s students by advocating for raising standards across the board, increasing performance-based funding, restoring reading as a nonnegotiable priority, improving teacher quality and guaranteeing every Florida student access to a high quality education through innovation and technology.”
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