Friends, 

As we gather with family and friends this week to give thanksgiving and usher in the 2009 holiday season, let us take a moment to thank the educators who make a difference in the lives of Florida’s children each and every day. 

Research tells us great teachers produce great students. Study after study show the quality of teaching is key in determining the destiny of a student’s academic success. And, the stakes couldn’t be higher – Florida educates one of every 20 students in the nation. 

In the last decade, under a system high standards and accountability, Florida’s educators led a dramatic turnaround of Sunshine State schools. 

In 2001, barely half of elementary students could read on grade level, now 72 percent can. The results are just as impressive in mathematics. Eight years ago, just 52 percent could get by in math, now 72 percent of elementary students are demonstrating mathematics skills at or above grade level. Moreover, there are nearly 100,000 more Hispanic students and more than 50,000 more African-American students reading and doing math on grade level than a decade ago. 

Our progress in raising student achievement is outpacing national averages across the board. More students are learning, more students are excelling in rigorous coursework and more students are attending college. Most importantly, Florida is one of the only states in the nation to narrow the achievement gap. 

Ten years of extraordinary progress in our schools prove teachers change lives. 

So when you see that special teacher this afternoon as you pick up your child from school, or while grocery shopping for Thursday’s feast or maybe even sitting around your dinner table, share your gratitude for his or her extraordinary commitment to excellence in the classroom.   

On behalf of Jeb Bush and the Foundation for Florida’s Future, our best wishes to you and your family for a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 

Sincerely,
