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JEB BUSH AND THE FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION HONOR FLORIDA’S GREATEST TEACHERS

Orlando, FL – Jeb Bush and the Foundation for Excellence in Education today announced the recipients of the 2009 Excel Award, which rewards teachers whose students made the most progress in reading or math from one year to the next according to annual standardized tests.  Students of these exceptional educators learned at least 1.5 times, or 50 percent, more than the average student, based on Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test scores for the last three consecutive years. 
“Great teachers produce great students. Study after study show the quality of teaching is key in determining the destiny of a student’s academic success.” said Jeb Bush, Chairman of the Foundation for Excellence in Education. “This year, I am honored to recognize 81 extraordinary Florida teachers for their proven excellence in the classroom.” 
This year, the Foundation partnered with the American Institutes for Research to develop a statistically-sound method using annual academic growth – not just current year performance – to identify great teachers.  Four years of data provided by the Florida Department of Education were used to identify the top teachers for the prestigious award.   
The Foundation for Excellence in Education will honor the 2009 Excel Award winners at the Celebration of Teaching on Saturday, December 5, 2009, in Orlando, Florida. During an evening ceremony featuring Jeb Bush, former Florida Lt. Governor Toni Jennings and educator and author Ron Clark, the 2009 Excel Award winners will receive a package of prizes, including cash and a cruise provided by Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.  
During the event, the teachers will also participate in focus groups hosted by the University of Florida’s Lastinger Center for Learning. Following the Celebration of Teaching, Lastinger Center researchers will compile and analyze the data from the teachers. The teachers’ knowledge and techniques will be used to validate and expand the Secrets of Successful Teaching, an online guide to the traits and tools of Florida’s greatest teachers.  The guide is available to educators, principals, parents, reformers and community and business leaders to improve the quality of teaching in American classrooms. To access the guide, please visit www.ExcelinEd.org/secrets. 
The Foundation for Excellence in Education thanks the sponsors of Excellence in Teaching for their extraordinary generosity and partnership. Premier Sponsors include SunTrust Bank and State Farm Insurance. Platinum Sponsors include the American Institutes for Research, Harris Corporation and Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Benefactor sponsors include the Florida Department of Lottery, Florida Trend, Publix Super Markets Charities and SMART Technologies. Additionally, gold sponsors include BP America, Morgridge Family Foundation, Rosen Hotels and Resorts, Staples, Universal Orlando Resorts, University of Florida Lastinger Center, Wal-Mart and Walt Disney World. Finally, silver sponsors include Associated Industries of Florida, Coca-Cola Enterprises, Kennedy Space Center and Kyra InfoTech. 

The Foundation for Excellence in Education is proud to recognize the following 2009 Excel Award winners: 

Note:
*Teachers winning in two categories. 

** Teachers winning in three categories. 
2009 Excel Award Recipients:  Reading

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with All Students 

· Donald Bee, Robert L. Stevenson Elementary, Brevard **
· Rhoda Borombozin, Pioneer Middle School, Broward *
· Marina E. Corzo-Ribot, Westside Hialeah Senior High, Dade *
· Kimberly Dunn, Dr. N. H. Jones Elementary School, Marion *
· Laraine Greifinger, Nob Hill Elementary School, Broward *
· Sherry Hershberger, W. Melbourne Elementary School For Science, Brevard *
· Cynthia Kelly, Jerry Thomas Elementary School, Palm Beach *
· Abbie E. Klosky, Park Trails Elementary School , Broward 

· Doris Vaillancourt-Milano, Waters Edge Elementary School, Palm Beach *
· Marlene Mirta Zamora, Design & Architectural Senior High, Dade *
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students who are Below Grade Level 
· Rebecca Corbit, Hans Christian Andersen Elementary, Brevard 

· Daniel Couillard, St. Petersburg Collegiate High School, Pinellas 

· Barbara Gervais, Palm Bay Elementary School, Brevard 

· Susan Haag, Pleasant City Elementary School, Palm Beach 

· Karen Henderson, Garrison-Jones Elementary School, Pinellas 

· Marisol Hughes, Oak Park Elementary School, Brevard 

· Deanna McNaughton, Eagle Point Elementary School, Broward 

· Donna Marie Palagano, Spring Lake Elementary School, Seminole 

· Velma Rhone, Millennium Middle School, Seminole 

· Carole A. Scala, Cypress Creek Senior High School, Orange
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with High Achieving Students 

· Donald Bee, Robert L. Stevenson Elementary, Brevard **
· Rhoda Borombozin, Pioneer Middle School, Broward *
· Kimberly Dunn, Dr. N. H. Jones Elementary School, Marion *
· Laraine Greifinger, Nob Hill Elementary School, Broward *
· Sherry Hershberger, W. Melbourne Elementary School For Science, Brevard *
· Cynthia Kelly, Jerry Thomas Elementary School, Palm Beach *
· Reinaldo Mariaca, Bay Meadows Elementary School, Orange *
· Doris Vaillancourt – Milano, Waters Edge Elementary School, Palm Beach *
· Valerio W. Reynolds, Hillsborough High School, Hillsborough 

· Sylvia Sarrett, Hillsborough High School, Hillsborough

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students with Disabilities 

· Diana L. Carrillo, Sickles High School, Hillsborough 

· Anjanette Lannon, Tavares High School, Lake 

· Molly Marchand, Venice Elementary School, Sarasota *
· Karen Ronat, Windermere Elementary School, Orange

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students Learning English 
· Rose Davidson, Miami Jackson Senior High School, Dade 

· Irza A. Legra, Bob Graham Education Center, Dade 

· Reinaldo Mariaca, Bay Meadows Elementary School, Orange *
· Jose Perez, Oakshire Elementary School, Orange 

· Dawn Thompson, Burns Middle School, Hillsborough 

· Phyllis Zuri, Falcon Cove Middle School, Broward

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students in Families with Low Income 

· Marina E. Corzo-Ribot, Westside Hialeah Senior High, Dade *
· Veronica da Silva, Coral Gables Elementary School, Dade 

· Sophia Sara Faridi, Indian Ridge Middle School, Broward 

· Patricia Fritz, Tropical Elementary School, Broward 

· Andrea Garber, Tropic Isles Elementary School, Lee 

· Karen S. Gaylor, Darnell Cookman Middle/High School, Duval 

· Kathy Himes, Fort Myers High School, Lee 

· Connie Howe, Allamanda Elementary School, Palm Beach **
· Molly Marchand, Venice Elementary School, Sarasota *
· Marlene Mirta Zamora, Design & Architectural Senior High, Dade * 
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students in Charter Schools 

· Ivette Blazquez, Mater Gardens Academy, Dade 

· Lisa Chesser, Archimedean Middle Conservatory, Dade 

· Tamara Graham, Bay Haven Charter Academy, Bay 

· Candise Teolis, Imagine Charter School/Weston, Broward

2009 Excel Award Recipients:  Math
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with All Students 
· Lilla Brown, Vernon Elementary School, Washington *
· Maria Lana Christmas, Vineyards Elementary School, Collier *
· Dan Cook, Lake Howell High School, Seminole **
· Angela Tse Fong, Alexander W. Dreyfoos Junior School, Palm Beach *
· Steve Goehl, Gratigny Elementary School, Dade 
· Jim Harding, Robert L. Stevenson Elementary, Brevard *
· Connie Howe, Allamanda Elementary School, Palm Beach **
· Robin Kohler, Wilkinson Elementary School, Sarasota 
· Paula Magram, Coral Springs Elementary School, Broward 
· Tara Rhoden, Baker County Middle School, Baker **
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students who are Below Grade Level 
· Ana Maria Alonzo, Cypress Bay High School, Broward 
· Chy’ Nita D. Everson, Parkview Elementary School, Dade 
· Audrey Gay, Franklin County Schools K-12, Franklin 
· Venessa G. King, Clermont Elementary School, Lake **
· Brenda Maneri, Vista Lakes Elementary School, Orange 
· Mary Lynn Minner, Dr. W.J. Creel Elementary School, Brevard 
· Sandy Perez, Liza Jackson Preparatory School, Okaloosa *
· Tara Rhoden, Baker County Middle School, Baker **
· Jean Winton, Palm Lake Elementary School, Orange *
· Rudolf Zick, Design & Architectural Senior High, Dade

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with High Achieving Students 
· Randee Baron, Sunny Isles Beach Community School, Dade *
· Donald Bee, Robert L. Stevenson Elementary, Brevard **
· Lilla Brown, Vernon Elementary School, Washington *
· Maria Lana Christmas, Vineyards Elementary School, Collier *
· Dan Cook, Lake Howell High School, Seminole **
· Angela Tse Fong, Alexander W. Dreyfoos Junior School, Palm Beach *
· Jim Harding, Robert L. Stevenson Elementary, Brevard *
· Connie Howe, Allamanda Elementary School, Palm Beach **
· Charles Krause, Lake Trafford Elementary School, Collier *
· Christine Meister, Robert L. Stevenson Elementary, Brevard

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students with Disabilities 
· Bonnie Chatterton, Indialantic Elementary School, Brevard 
· Dan Cook, Lake Howell High School, Seminole **
· Jonathan Halter, S. Bryan Jennings Elementary School, Clay 
· Venessa G. King, Clermont Elementary School, Lake **
· Debbie Spivey, Port Malabar Elementary School, Brevard
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students Learning English 
· Osmany Hurtado,  James H. Bright Elementary, Dade *
· George R. Keidan, Cypress Elementary School, Broward 
· Ibis Rosa Paredes, Biscayne Elementary School, Dade 
· John J. Plesa, Cypress Lake High School, Lee 
· Miriam Stanley, Gertrude K. Edleman/Sabal Palm Elementary, Dade

Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students in Families with Low Income 
· Randee Baron, Sunny Isles Beach Community School, Dade *
· Ukarran Bhimsen, Colonial High School, Orange 
· Michelle Henry, Witter Elementary School, Hillsborough 
· Osmany Hurtado, James H. Bright Elementary, Dade *
· Venessa G. King, Clermont Elementary School, Lake **
· Charles Krause, Lake Trafford Elementary School, Collier *
· Tara Rhoden, Baker County Middle School, Baker **
· Gillian Rogan, Spruce Creek High School, Volusia 
· Melissa K. White, Coquina Elementary School, Brevard 
· Jean Winton, Palm Lake Elementary School, Orange *
Teachers Achieving the Greatest Gains with Students in Charter Schools 
· Harold Benoit, Florida International Academy Charter, Dade 
· Richard K. Clapper, Pinellas Preparatory Academy, Pinellas 
· Courtney Mills, Countryside Montessori Academy, Pasco 
· Sandy Perez, Liza Jackson Preparatory School, Okaloosa *
· Milly Pierre, Florida International Academy Charter, Dade 
· Philipa Walker, BayHaven Charter Middle School, Bay 
The Foundation for Excellence in Education is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit charitable organization launched in 2007 by Jeb Bush, Governor of Florida from 1999 to 2007. Our mission is to improve the quality of education in American classrooms by sponsoring innovative, reform-based programs. Programs to develop new strategies to raise student achievement, share the qualities of excellence in teaching and reward excellence in the arts are among the bold initiatives offered by the Foundation for Excellence in Education. To learn more, visit www.excelined.org. 
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