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TEACHER UNIONS WRONG TO SACRIFICE FLORIDA’S EDUCATIONAL FUTURE BY REJECTING $700 MILLION DOLLARS IN EDUCATION FUNDING
PORT RICHEY, FL – State Representative John Legg (R-Port Richey), Chairman of the PreK-12 Policy Committee, released a statement regarding the Florida Education Association’s (FEA) recent decision to discourage Local Education Associations from signing the current Florida Department of Education Memorandum of Understanding for the Race to the Top application:
“It is extremely discouraging that FEA would choose to surrender hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funds that would be utilized to improve education and enhance student achievement in order to protect a failed system which compensates teachers for seniority rather than results,” stated Legg.

“I call upon the FEA and the teacher’s union to stop defending the status quo, put aside their own political agenda and focus on the future of our students, our state and our country. Furthermore, I encourage the Florida House Democrats to join Florida House Republicans in supporting President Obama’s Race to the Top initiative.  There is no reason they should be held hostage by the teachers union when our children’s education is at stake.
 “It is time to set aside politics and focus on what has been consistently proven to work in education: emphasizing a results-oriented initiative that will prepare Florida’s students to compete in today’s global economy,” concluded Legg.
The Race to the Top funds would allocate up to 700 million dollars in federal funds to Florida for supporting low income students, increasing student performance, improving teacher quality and advancing the state’s data analysis system.
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