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The Honorable Jeff Atwater 

President, Florida Senate 

312 Senate Office Building 

400 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 

The Honorable Mike Haridopolos 

Chairman, Senate Committee on Reapportionment 

103 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

  

Dear President Atwater and Chairman Haridopolos: 

 

I am writing to voice my concern about recent statements made in the Senate Reapportionment Committee about a 

possible lawsuit against the Fair Districts Florida redistricting ballot amendments. I believe a lawsuit by the Florida 

Senate would be the wrong course of action, and a serious waste of taxpayer money, as the Florida Supreme Court 

has already reviewed the amendments  and ruled that they stand up to constitutional guidelines.  

 

I feel strongly that a lawsuit by the Florida Senate would send the wrong message to our constituents. There are 

guidelines for citizens initiatives in the statute, and it is up to the Florida Supreme Court to rule on whether those 

guidelines were followed. The Florida Senate has always prided itself on being a thoughtful and deliberative body, 

one that trusts in the checks and balances of government and stands above partisan issues.  The Florida Senate 

should not be getting involved legally with a matter that has already been resolved by the Judiciary. If political 

parties or special interest groups have an issue with the decision, then they are free to pursue legal action. It is not 

the place of the Florida legislature to get involved any further in this matter. 

 

At a time when we are facing severe budget shortfalls, I feel our money can be better spent then challenging this 

ruling. I hope you take this objection into consideration before pursuing any further action. 

  

Sincerely, 

  
 Charlie Justice 

Senator 

16th District 


