
 
PUBLIC RELEASE MASTER QUESTIONNAIRE      18 min     n=800       General  FL Statewide     
March 11-17, 2009           JOB# 3738 
  
 (REGULAR SAMPLE) Hello, my name is (first & last name) from National Research.  We are conducting a poll of people's opinions toward public affairs 
and current events and this number was selected at random.  According to the research procedure, I have to speak to the youngest ________ in the 
household who is 18 and over and at home. (Go to QB.)       
 
(MEMBER SAMPLE) Hello, my name is (first & last name) from National Research.  We are conducting a poll  on behalf of the Florida Education 
Association, about people's opinions toward public affairs and current events, and this number was selected at random.   According to the research 
procedure, I have to speak to an FEA member in the household, which I have as  (NAME ON LIST) … would that be you?  (Go to QA.)       
 

Gender:  (DON’T ASK, JUST RECORD) 
Male...........................................................................................................49 
Female ......................................................................................................51 
 
Could you please tell me--is your age:  (READ LIST) 
Under 30________________ 5 50-54________________10 
30-34___________________ 4 55-59________________12 
35-39___________________ 6 60-64________________14 
40-44___________________ 8 65-69________________10 
45-49___________________ 9 70+_________________ 23 
    (VOL) DK/RF__________ * 
 
And what was the last grade you completed in school? (IF PRESENTLY IN 
GRADUATE SCHOOL, RECORD "COLLEGE GRAD") 
0-11th grades...................................................................................................3 
12 (high school graduate) ............................................................................23 
12 + (business school  or some college ......................................................27 
College graduate ..........................................................................................27  
Graduate/Professional degree.....................................................................19 
Don't know/Refuse .........................................................................................* 

 
Are there any children living with you under the age of 18 and currently 
attending school in the state of Florida?  
Yes, children under 18, yes attend school ...............................................20 
Yes, children under 18, no they do not attend school................................2 
No, no children under 18 in household.....................................................77 
Refuse/don't know.........................................................................................1 
 
(IF “1” ABOVE) 
Do your children go to public schools, private or parochial schools, or are 
they homeschooled or attending virtual or on-line schools? 
Public school ..............................................................................................15 
Private/parochial .........................................................................................4 
Both public & private/parochial ....................................................................1 
Home school ................................................................................................ * 
Virtual or On-line school................................................................................- 
(VOL) Not in school...................................................................................... * 
Refuse/don't know.........................................................................................- 
Not asked ...................................................................................................80 
 
Are you or anyone in your household a teacher or educator in a public or 
private school?  
R teacher.....................................................................................................8 
Household member teacher .......................................................................4 
No teacher in household/dk/refuse ..........................................................89 
 
(IF TEACHER IN GENERAL SAMPLE) 
Are you a member of the Florida Education Association?  
Yes ..............................................................................................................3 
No................................................................................................................4 
Refuse/don’t know ..................................................................................... * 
Not asked ...................................................................................................93 
 
Language of Interview 
English...................................................................................................... .97 
Spanish .......................................................................................................3 

 
May I ask your religious preference – is it Protestant, Catholic, or 
Jewish?  (IF PROTESTANT)  What particular denomination is that? 
PROTESTANT:  Methodist, Presbyterian 
  Episcopalian, Lutheran, Unitarian, etc....................................................22  
PROTESTANT:  Baptist ...........................................................................17 
PROTESTANT:  AME, Church of Christ7 
  Pentecostal, Church of God, and other 
  fundamentalist...........................................................................................7 
CATHOLIC................................................................................................27 
JEWISH.......................................................................................................3 
OTHER........................................................................................................9 

NONE/REFUSE/DON”T KNOW .......................................................15 
 
And just to make sure we have a representative sample, would you 
please tell me whether you are from a Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish 
speaking background?  (IF NO)  What is your race – white, black, 
Asian, Native American, or something else? 
White ........................................................................................................ .74 
Black.......................................................................................................... 11 
Hispanic (Puerto Rican, Mexican, Cuban, etc)....................................... 10 
Asian ........................................................................................................... 1 
Native American.......................................................................................... 1 
Other ........................................................................................................... 2 
Don't know/Refuse...................................................................................... 1 
 
(TEACHER&MEMBER IN GENERAL) (n=24) 
How many years have you been a member of the Florida Education 
Association? 
1-5 ............................................................................................................. 12 
6-10 ........................................................................................................... 21 
11-20 ......................................................................................................... 27 
20+ ............................................................................................................ 33 
Don't know/Refuse...................................................................................... 7 

Mean............................................................................................. 17.4 
How many years have you been working in the public school 
system? 
1-5 ............................................................................................................... 7 
6-10 ........................................................................................................... 20 
11-20 ......................................................................................................... 22 
20+ ............................................................................................................ 44 
Don't know/Refuse...................................................................................... 7 

Mean............................................................................................. 20.5 
 
What is your main occupation?  (DO NOT READ LIST) (n=24) 
Teacher K-12 ...............................................................................................86 
Paraprofessional.............................................................................................- 
Media Specialist..............................................................................................- 
Guidance Counselor.......................................................................................-  
Food Service................................................................................................... - 
Teach College/ Higher Education ............................................................... 5 
Bus Driver....................................................................................................... - 
Janitor/Physical Plant/Maintenance ............................................................. - 
Other (write-in) ___________________________ ................................... 10 
Don't know/Refuse ........................................................................................ - 
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B. Are you registered to vote at this address in Florida?  (IF YES) Are you actually registered as a Democrat, a 

Republican, or something else?  (RESPONDENT MUST BE REGISTERED TO VOTE -- TERMINATE ALL 
OTHERS) 

  YES:  Registered Democrat ............................................................................................................... 43 
  YES:  Registered: Republican ............................................................................................................ 40 
  YES:  Registered: Independent/something else................................................................................. 17 
  NO:  Not Registered – TERMINATE .................................................................................................. X 
  Don't know/Refuse – TERMINATE..................................................................................................... X 
 
C. As you know, there will be an election for Governor and U.S. Senate in November 2010.  As things stand 

now, how likely are you to vote in this election - almost certain, 50-50, or might you not get a chance to vote?  
(RESPONDENT MUST BE “CERTAIN” OR “50-50” TO VOTE -- TERMINATE ALL OTHERS) 

  Certain ................................................................................................................................................ 89 
  50-50 .................................................................................................................................................. 11 
  Might Not –TERMINATE ....................................................................................................................  X 
  Don't know /Refuse – TERMINATE....................................................................................................  X 
 
1.* Generally speaking do you think that Florida is moving in the right direction, or do you think that things are off 

track and moving in the wrong direction?   
  Right direction..................................................................................................................................... 38 
  (VOL) Mixed ....................................................................................................................................... 10 
  Wrong direction .................................................................................................................................. 42 
  Don’t know/Refuse ............................................................................................................................. 10 
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4.* How would you rate the way Charlie Crist (pronounced like “list”) is handling his job as Governor — excellent, 

good, not so good, or poor? 
  Excellent ............................................................................................................................................. 15 
  Good................................................................................................................................................... 58 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 3 
  Not so good ........................................................................................................................................ 17 
  Poor .................................................................................................................................................... 7 
 
5. How would you rate the way Governor Charlie Crist (pronounced like “list”) is handling the state budget — 

excellent, good, not so good, or poor? 
  Excellent ............................................................................................................................................. 6 
  Good................................................................................................................................................... 46 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 7 
  Not so good ........................................................................................................................................ 31 
  Poor .................................................................................................................................................... 10 
 
6. Which one of the following issues do you feel is most critical to be dealt with by the Governor and the State 

Legislature -- (READ ISSUES – RANDOMIZE LIST) ?     
  Improving public education................................................................................................................. 18 
  Lowering the cost of homeowners insurance ..................................................................................... 4 
  Reducing crime and violence ............................................................................................................. 5 
  Controlling government spending....................................................................................................... 17 
  Stabilizing home values and preventing foreclosures ........................................................................ 10 
  Strengthening the economy and creating jobs ................................................................................... 29 
  Lowering property taxes ..................................................................................................................... 5 
  Making health care more affordable ................................................................................................... 8 
  (DO NOT READ) Other ...................................................................................................................... 1 
  (DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refuse (SKIP FOLLOW UP QUESTION)........................................... 3 
 
6a. Of the other issues I just mentioned, what would you say would be the next most important? -- (ONLY READ 

REMAINING ISSUES IF NEEDED; OMIT FIRST MENTION; RANDOMIZE LIST)    
  Improving public education................................................................................................................. 18 
  Lowering the cost of homeowners insurance ..................................................................................... 8 
  Reducing crime and violence ............................................................................................................. 6 
  Controlling government spending....................................................................................................... 12 
  Stabilizing home values and preventing foreclosures. ....................................................................... 16 
  Strengthening the economy and creating jobs ................................................................................... 20 
  Lowering property taxes ..................................................................................................................... 7 
  Making health care more affordable ................................................................................................... 12 
  (DO NOT READ) Other ...................................................................................................................... 1 
  (DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................. 1 
 
7.* Which of the following would you say is the biggest priority for Florida government to address, (RANDOMIZE 

CHOICES) reducing property taxes, improving public education, or lowering the cost of homeowners insurance? 
  Reducing property taxes..................................................................................................................... 21 
  Improving public education................................................................................................................. 54 
  Lowering the cost of homeowners insurance ..................................................................................... 22 
  Don't know /Refuse............................................................................................................................. 3 
 



Florida Statewide  Job #3738       Page: 4 
 

 
Copyright 2009 

8. Thinking ahead, over the course of the next year, do you expect Florida’s economy to get better, stay about the 
same, or get worse? 

  Get better............................................................................................................................................ 31 
  Stay about the same........................................................................................................................... 37 
  Get worse ........................................................................................................................................... 30 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 1 
 
9. As you may know, President Obama and the Congress recently passed a federal stimulus package to help 

improve the economy and create jobs. Based on what you know, do you favor or oppose the stimulus 
package? (IF CHOICE) Do you strongly (favor/oppose) it or only somewhat (favor/oppose) it? 
 

  Strongly favor ..................................................................................................................................... 29 
  Somewhat favor.................................................................................................................................. 23 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 5 
  Somewhat oppose.............................................................................................................................. 12 
  Strongly oppose.................................................................................................................................. 30 
 
11. Now I would like to read you a few statements with which some people agree and others disagree.  I’d like 

your own opinion.  Here’s the first one -- (READ ITEM)  -- do you agree or disagree with this statement? (IF 
CHOICE) Do you strongly (agree/disagree) or only somewhat (agree/disagree)? 

 (RANDOMIZE) STRONGLY 
AGREE 

SWHAT 
AGREE 

DON’T 
KNOW 

SWHAT 
DISAGREE 

STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

a. My home is currently worth less than 
the remaining mortgage.   

22 6 18 10 44 

b. Investing in education will help 
improve the economy.  

49 20 4 14 13 

c. My property taxes are about the same 
as they were a year ago. 

38 21 6 13 21 

d Overall, taxes in Florida are lower 
than in other states. 

33 23 17 12 15 

e. The Florida legislature should protect 
the current level of public school 
funding, even if it means some tax 
increases. 

42 23 3 11 21 

 
12. How would you rate the job the local public schools in your area are doing— excellent, good, not so good, or 

poor? 
  Excellent ............................................................................................................................................. 13 
  Good................................................................................................................................................... 43 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 10 
  Not so good ........................................................................................................................................ 20 
  Poor .................................................................................................................................................... 14 
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13.* Generally speaking, do you think funding for public education in Florida should be increased, kept at the same 

level, or decreased?  (ASK IF INCREASED)  Would you support increased funding for public education in 
Florida even if it meant higher taxes? 

  Increased, even if it means higher state taxes ...................................................................................  50 
  Increased, but not if it means higher state taxes................................................................................  10 
  (VOL) Increased, don’t know..............................................................................................................  1 
  Kept at same level..............................................................................................................................  30 
  Decreased..........................................................................................................................................  6 
  Don’t know/Refuse .............................................................................................................................  3 
 
14.* Which of the following statements is closest to your own opinion about how the state should implement the 

final phase of the class size amendment … (READ AND ROTATE)? 
  The state SHOULD implement the final phase of the class size amendment now, to make sure that 

taxpayer dollars are spent to improve education instead of wasted on other things .......................... 
49 

  OR,  
  The state SHOULD NOT implement the final phase of the class size amendment now, because 

forcing schools to meet strict class size standards in these tough economic times does not make 
sense .................................................................................................................................................. 

39 

  (DO NOT READ)  Both....................................................................................................................... 1 
  (DO NOT READ)  Neither .................................................................................................................. 1 
  (DO NOT READ)  Don’t know/refuse ................................................................................................. 11 
 
15. From what you have heard of the state budget, would you say Florida’s state budget has minor problems, 

major problems, or no real problems at all? 
  Minor problems................................................................................................................................... 33 
  Major problems................................................................................................................................... 58 
  No real problems at all........................................................................................................................ 1 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 8 
 
16. As you may know, Florida is required to have a balanced budget. Currently, the budget is not balanced and the 

legislature is working to decide how to balance the budget.  Which one of the following statements reflects what 
you believe the legislature should do in order to balance budget (READ AND ROTATE STATEMENTS)  

  To balance the budget, the legislature should cut spending on education, which is the biggest part of 
state budget, to protect public safety and repair bridges.................................................................... 

18 

  OR,  
  To balance the budget, the legislature should not cut education, but should find other sources of 

revenue like increasing the state sales tax by one penny. ................................................................   
74 

  (DO NOT READ)  Both....................................................................................................................... * 
  (DO NOT READ)  Neither .................................................................................................................. 5 
  (DO NOT READ)  Don’t know/refuse ................................................................................................. 3 
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18.* In your opinion, (READ ITEM) in Florida too high, about right, or too low?  (ASK IF TOO HIGH)  Are they much 

too high, or just a little too high?  (REPEAT AS NEEDED) 
 

 (RANDOMIZE)  MUCH TOO 
HIGH 

A LITTLE TOO 
HIGH 

ABOUT 
RIGHT 

TOO 
LOW 

(VOL)  
DON’T 
 KNOW 

a. Are combined state and local sales 
taxes… 

6 7 75 8 3 

b. Are property taxes… 25 20 48 3 5 

c. Are taxes that go to public 
education… 

6 8 50 28 9 

 
19. As you may know, Florida's public schools, community colleges and universities have seen funding cuts of 

over $3 billion dollars and face the prospect of additional funding cuts.  Hearing this, would you favor or 
oppose a one-cent increase in the state sales tax for the next three years if the revenues generated were 
invested exclusively into Florida's public education system? (IF CHOICE) Do you strongly (favor/oppose) this 
or only somewhat (favor/oppose) this? 

  Strongly favor ..................................................................................................................................... 50 
  Somewhat favor.................................................................................................................................. 22 
  (VOL) Don’t know/Refuse................................................................................................................... 2 
  Somewhat oppose.............................................................................................................................. 7 
  Strongly oppose.................................................................................................................................. 19 
 

20. I’m now going to read you a list of positions that some people say helps them decide whether to support or 
oppose increasing the sales tax by an additional penny.  For each statement please tell me whether it makes 
you MORE likely to support a penny increase in the sales tax, LESS likely to support a penny increase in the 
sales tax, or if it makes no difference in your support?  Here’s the first one … (READ ITEM)…  Would that 
make you MORE likely or LESS likely to support a penny increase in the sales tax?  (IF CHOICE) Would that 
make you much (more/less) likely to support it, or only somewhat (more/less) likely?   

 (RANDOMIZE) --- MORE LIKELY --- NO 
 DIFF/ 

--- LESS LIKELY --- 

  MUCH 
MORE 

SWHAT 
MORE 

DON’T 
KNOW 

SWHAT 
LESS 

MUCH  
LESS 

a. Some people say increasing the sales 
tax by an additional penny is the best 
way to prevent deep cuts in funding to 
Florida schools. 

39 28 8 11 14 

b. Some people say increasing the sales 
tax now will only hurt average 
Floridians who are struggling to make 
ends meet 

15 16 16 31 22 
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21. Now I would like to read you some proposals that some people have suggested to maintain funding for public 

schools.  Here is the first one…  (READ ITEM) (REPEAT AS NEEDED) Do you favor or oppose this proposal?  
(IF CHOICE) Do you strongly (favor/oppose) this proposal or only somewhat (favor/oppose) it?  

 (RANDOMIZE) STRONGLY 
FAVOR 

SOMEWHAT
FAVOR 

DON’T 
KNOW 

SOMEWHAT 
OPPOSE 

STRONGLY 
OPPOSE 

a.* Collecting sales tax on things that are 
bought and sold on the internet.  

35 19 6 12 29 

b.* Increasing gambling revenue by 
allowing slot machines at race tracks 
and additional casinos. 

45 19 4 7 25 

c.* Taxing services such as dry cleaning, 
haircuts and lawn maintenance. 

15 16 3 17 50 

d.* Implementing an additional penny 
sales tax. 

39 27 2 8 24 

e. Increasing the tax on cigarettes and 
other tobacco products by $1.00 per 
pack. 

60 10 2 5 23 

 
22. Now I would like to read you some potential cuts to education that some people have said should be made to 

balance the state budget.  Regardless of your opinion about cutting education funding, for each of the following 
items please tell me whether you think that this statement is very concerning, somewhat concerning, not too 
concerning, or not at all concerning?  (READ ITEM)  (REPEAT AS NEEDED: ) Do you find this statement to be 
very concerning, somewhat concerning, not too concerning, or not at all concerning?  

 (RANDOMIZE) VERY 
CONCERNING 

SWHAT 
CONCERNING 

DON’T 
KNOW 

NOT TOO 
CONCERNING 

NOT AT ALL 
CONCERNING 

a. Reducing the school week to four 
days a week.  

59 19 1 10 11 

b. Firing all newly hired teachers.  75 18 2 3 3 

c. Eliminating after school sports and 
programs like football and band. 

66 22 * 7 5 

d. Layoffs of support personnel like bus 
drivers and teachers aides. 

57 33 1 6 4 

e. Scaling back FCAT (SAY F-CAT) 
testing so the test is given only in 
certain grades. 

22 21 3 21 33 
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 Now I would like to ask you some questions to make sure we have all kinds of people in our survey.   
 
23. Generally speaking, do you consider yourself a Democrat, Republican, or an Independent? (IF IND) Well, 

which party do you normally support in elections- the Democrats or the Republicans? (IF DEM/REP) Would 
you say you are a strong (Democrat/Republican) or not a very strong (Democrat/Republican)? 

  Strong Democrat ................................................................................................................................ 28 
  Democrat (Not strong) ........................................................................................................................ 10 
  Independent/Democrat ....................................................................................................................... 7 
  Independent........................................................................................................................................ 9 
  Independent/Republican..................................................................................................................... 11 
  Republican (Not strong)...................................................................................................................... 10 
  Strong Republican .............................................................................................................................. 23 
  Other................................................................................................................................................... 1 
  Don't know ......................................................................................................................................... * 
 
GO TO DEMOGRAPHICS ON FRONT PAGE. 
 REGION:  (FROM SAMPLE) 

  Miami .................................................................................................................................................. 18 

  Orlando............................................................................................................................................... 20 

  Panhandle/Northeast .......................................................................................................................... 20 

  South Central...................................................................................................................................... 17 

  Tampa ................................................................................................................................................ 25 

 


