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Taxation and Budget Reform Commissioner Files Aggressive Property Tax Reform Proposal  
 “Property Tax Relief Now" May Appear on November 2008 Ballot



Miami, FL.   Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commission
member Carlos Lacasa filed a proposal with the Commission yesterday to
address the property tax controversy which has dominated Florida
politics throughout 2007.  The proposal offers relief to both homestead
and non homestead property owners. Key elements of the plan include    
· Preservation of the popular Save Our Homes amendment, which
gives property owners a maximum 3% cap on the rate of growth of the
taxable value of homestead property; 
· a "Super Exemption" of up to 50% of the just value of all
residential property;

· a 5% cap on the rate of growth of taxable value for
non-homestead property; 

· a tangible personal property tax exemption of $25,000.00 for
businesses; and,

· undesirable budget cuts to education are substantially mitigated
with a 3 year dedicated $.01 sales tax levy.
(Specific Language attached.)
   


“Like tea over the rail, we must dump outdated tax policies that threaten the financial well-being of Florida property owners" says Commissioner Lacasa. "’Property Tax Relief Now’ is the products of from many months of listening to the concerns and ideas of citizens and fellow commissioners.  As this discussion continues, I am committed to delivering meaningful property tax relief to Florida residents while doing everything possible to enable a soft landing for taxing authorities."


 "Property Tax Relief Now" has been a collaborative effort
between Commissioner Lacasa, Speaker of the Florida House of
Representatives, Marco Rubio and Representatives David Rivera, Adam
Hasner, Ellyn Bogdanof and Julio Robaina.   Upon filing the proposal,
the Chairman of the Budget and Tax Reform Commission, Commissioner Allen
Bense, has the discretion to refer the matter to one or more
sub-committees for their further consideration. Ultimately, the full
Commission must approve the measure with the affirmative vote of 17
members in order to place it on the November 2008 general election
ballot.

About Commissioner Carlos Lacasa

A former member of the Florida House of Representatives (District 117), Carlos Lacasa is now a practicing attorney with the law firm of Ruden McClosky, with the corporate/Administrative and Governmental Practice Groups. Commissioner Lacasa served in the in House of Representatives from 1994 – 2002, and chaired the House General Appropriations Committee from 2000 to 2002.

 About The Budget and Tax Reform Commission

Pursuant to the Florida Constitution, Florida’s Taxation and Budget Reform Commission meets every ten years to examine the state’s budgetary process, the revenue needs and expenditure processes of the state, the appropriateness of the tax structure of the state and governmental productivity and efficiency.  The Taxation and Budget Reform Commission will hold a series of public hearing throughout the state between September 20, 2007 and December 5, 2007.  The purpose of the public hearings is to avail the general public of the opportunity to share their recommendations on taxation and budget issues with the members of the Commission. 
About Ruden McClosky

Ruden McClosky is a full-service law firm with offices throughout Florida including Ft. Lauderdale, Miami, Naples, Orlando, Port St. Lucie, Sarasota, St. Petersburg, Tallahassee, Tampa, West Palm Beach, and one office in Caracas, Venezuela. 
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