
      1:36 p.m.   A caller told the 
Hillsborough County Sheriff's 
Office someone he knew was near 
the library with a bomb or a gun, 
dressed in black.

1:43 p.m.   USF police responded.

1:51 p.m.   School Web site 
announced alarm, and a mass text 
message was issued. Students 
were told an armed intruder was 
on campus, to stay inside and lock 
their doors.

      2:32 p.m.   The university’s 
transportation office called to 
report someone stood up on a 
shuttle bus and identified himself 
as the suspect who prompted the 
lockdown. Based on this call, a 
hostage negotiator was 
dispatched. Police cleared people 
off bus by bus. The suspect got off 
the bus without struggle. His 
backpack remained.

      3:05 p.m.   A call came in 
reporting a white male in a hat in 
possession of a big knife and a 
puppy at Cooper Hall.

3:48 p.m.   Police, who had 
detained that man outside the 
nearby business school, let him 
go. Witnesses said he was friendly 
and not threatening. He was 
wearing a small sheath, but never 
exposed the blade.

4:22 p.m.   The lockdown was 
lifted.

4:23 p.m.   Police gave the 
all-clear as the bomb disposal unit 
still checked the backpack.

4:35 p.m.   The bomb disposal 
unit blew up the backpack. The 
lockdown was lifted.
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Source: University of South Florida

A normal day at the University of South Florida evolved into an afternoon-long search for a gunman 
on Monday, as alerts and alarms rippled across campus. This is how it happened:
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