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Dear Editor,

| am a student at lohn Hopkins Middle Scholl. I've been coming to this school for three years
and am now in the 8" grade. The School Board says that they need to grow a backbone but that's not
going to work.

You say that you need to just kick out every student that is bad but then you might as well get
rid of the whale school. There are plenty of kids who do their work but might get into a little bit of
trouble once in a while. I've never met a student that didn’t get in trouble once. If you kick out all those
kids you won't have a school left.

You have to think about it: If you have no kids then you have no school. I'm not an angel either
but you can’t expect every student to be a little goody goody bay or girl.

| bet you weren’t an angel either when you were in middle school. Just don't ruin it for goad
students.

Sincerely, -

Quaddafee p. Seymour
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Dear editor,

My name is Julia Mendez, | am in 7% grade at John Hopkins Middle School, |
understand that the number of arrest and fight are extremely high, and 1
understand why you wrote about it but john Hopkins has so much more than its
reputation. Nobody wants to come to this school because of what they hear,
writing this story is just putting our school down, it’s not helping anybody. | think
that this story is just egging on more students to perform negative behavior,
because they feel really cool because there school is in the paper, they might
think “oh.l want to be in the paper”. Your stories that you write about our school,
actually have a big impact on our school, and most of the things you write are on
how bad our school is, or what bad things are going on, but none of your readers
see the positive things that go on in our school. What awards have been given and
the interesting things that have been going on in our school. | just think next time
don’t be so negative, don’t make your readers think that John Hopkins is a bad
school, there are different ways of telling people what's going on in a positive
outlook. Thank you for your time and Im egger to see your possible
improvements when writing about our school.

Sincerely,

Julia Mendez
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Dear Editor,

| am a student journalist from John Hopkins Middle School, and this is in reaction to the stories
the 5t. Petersburg Times has written about our school over the past year and a hatf—from former
principal Ms. Thornton's leaving to her handling of money from our school to the story today about
school fights. | think you should also focus on the positives of our school also, such as our journalism
program or drama productions and our new principal.

If you are going to cover our school you need to have a well rounded story focusing on hoth the
positives and negatives. | am not saying that we shouldn't recognize the fights that go on here because |
understand it is a big problem in our community, and we do need to fix it, but what about the positive
things we have done the awards we've won? The accomplishments. It just seems like every time J.Hop
is in the news it's because we have done something negative again and it's getting old.

Thank You! For your time and please consider the points | have made for future references.

Sincerely, Treniece Green

Y312 brock
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Samuel Delonay
03-02-10
1-2pd.
Dear Editor,

| fool that being a student here is a choice that all of us
here made, we knew that middie school would be crazy,
hut not this crazy. When 1 first started here | never
‘theugit that ik could’'ve gotten this crazy. We did this we
made our school scary, now there’s no way of fixing what
wo've done. We Just have te live and let live. School Is
privilege that we screwed completely up. Thinking about
this story, | think it's more of a weh only story but you
guys could've put some teases up on the paper. Everyons
at school Is ireaking out like they're prowd of what
they've done. I hate how these kids think they're cool for
such an unreasonable crime. Some days 1 feel afraid of
what the next day will be like, what will fill the day, 'm $o
lucky that 'm in my last year of John Hopkins, I'm so tired
of this scheol and its crime.




