
1. Communication The 
officer will radio in 
location, description of 
the vehicle, license tag, 
etc., before the vehicle 
has been pulled over.

2. Approach The officer will approach the vehicle 
from the left-rear, driver's side. Approaching on the 
right can be used as a tactic to surprise the driver, 
who usually expects the officer on the left. 
Approaching on the right may also provide an 
officer with more cover — trees, signs, guardrail — 
if the vehicle's occupants try to attack them.  

3. Trunk The officer will 
check to make sure the 
trunk is closed and no one is 
hiding in the back.

Officers are trained to 
"print" a vehicle, or 
leave their fingerprints 
on it, in case they're 
assaulted or killed, to 
prove this was the 
vehicle involved.

4. Front seat The 
officer will ask the 
driver for license, 
registration and proof 
of insurance. 

If the car is full of people,  
the officer may separate 
the driver and have him 
come with them and stand 
at the rear of the vehicle.

5. Back to police car When the officer goes 
back to the cruiser to check information, he 
or she is supposed to back away while 
keeping an eye on the vehicle.

Interaction between officer 
and driver The officer needs 
to stand close enough to 
hand the driver a ticket book 
and see the driver's hands, 
but not too close that they 
get hit by an opening driver's 
side door.

Interrogation If the 
officer has the driver 
exit the car, he or she 
will stand in a safe 
place like a sidewalk. 
the officer will keep 
the driver to the rear of 
the vehicle to prevent 
communication with 
other occupants.

Traffic stop strategies
During a traffic stop an officer must make many decisions quickly. The officer's approach – cautious, 
aggressive, relaxed – will be quickly determined by the officer's initial impression of the situation.
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