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Pinellas to Plains
JimVerhulstof the
Times isprepar-
ing to ride in the

Register’sAnnualGreatBike
RideAcross Iowa for the
fourth time.Even innearly
flatPinellasCounty,he finds
ways to train for thebighills
of Iowa.Learnhowatblogs.
tampabay.com/health.

. TODAY’S WEATHER

SHIELDS GETS NO
SUPPORT AS RAYS’
WIN STREAK ENDS
JamesShields, above,
findshimselfon themound
againstToronto’sRicky
Romero,whoextendedhis
scoreless inningsstreak to
20 innings ina5-0win for
theJays.The losssnapped
TampaBay’sseven-game
winningstreak.Sports,1C

Police officer loses
job over retaliation
ATarponSpringscop isver-
ballyabusedbyasuspect,
andan investigationshows
thathedamaged theman’s
bicycle10days later.He
avoidsbeing firedby resign-
ing.TampaBay,1B

Oscar-winner Karl
Malden dies at 97

Theveteran
actorhad
landmark
supporting
roles inA
Streetcar
Named

DesireandOntheWater-
front, thenbecamean icon
inAmericanExpressads.
Etc., 2B

Billy Mays will live
on through ads
Afterobservingamorato-
riumfollowinghisdeath
onSunday, someof the
companies thatBillyMays
pitchedhavedecided that
theywill puthisworkback
on television.TampaBay,1B

Storm coach learns
his job is gone
TimMarcumisn’tsurewhat
the futureof theArenaFoot-
ball League is,but thismuch
heknows:AsofTuesday, the
TampaBayStorm’sHallof
Famecoachdoesn’thavea
jobanymore.Sports,1C

More turtles, more
caution at beach
Sea turtlenesting in thearea
iswayupover last year, and
with thatgoodnewscomes
anaddeddegreeof respon-
sibility forbeachgoers.
TampaBay,1B

Car sales slip less
than a year ago
Inwhatpasses forgoodnews
amongautomakers these
days, thenumbers forJune
showdecline insalesare less
thantheywere lastJune.The
hope is that it isasignofsta-
bilization.Business,6B
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MORONI, Comoros — The
lone survivor of a Yemeni jet-
liner crash, who clung to wreck-
age for 13hoursbeforebeing res-
cued, lay in a hospital bedwith a
broken collarbone Wednesday,

asking for little — except to see
hermother.
But relatives said 14-year-old

Bahia Bakari was too trauma-
tized to be told her mother was
feared dead, along with 151 oth-
ers on board the Yemenia air-

ways flight.
The girl was thrown from the

plane and into the waves, where
she heard voices but saw no one
in the darkness, her father told a
French radio station.
“She is a very, very shy girl. I

never thought she would sur-
vive like that,” Kassim Bakari
said of his daughter, Bahia, in
an interview with French RTL

radio from his suburban Paris
home. “When I had her on the
phone, I asked her what hap-
pened and she said, ‘Daddy, I
don’t know what happened, but
the plane fell into the water and
I found myself in the water ...
surrounded by darkness.
“I could hear people talk-

ing, but I couldn’t see anyone. I

What’s
with
all the
rain?
The rainmay ease
over the holiday
weekend, but keep
umbrellas handy.

BY PAT FARNAN
Times Staff Writer

Just amonth agowewere cop-
ing with drought: yellow lawns,
dirty cars, record heat.
Suddenly, flood advisories are

popping up likemushrooms.
What happened? And is the

July 4 weekend about to be
spoiled?
You may get a reprieve. Most

forecasters see a 40 percent to 50
percent chance of rain through
the weekend, nothing like the
Wednesday morning monsoon
that dumpedup to 4 inches.
“Keep an eye on the sky over

the long weekend,” said Mike
Clay, chief meteorologist for Bay
News 9. “It’s that time of year.”
But the factors that caused all

the rain for 10 days likely will re-
emerge nextweek.Why?
The primary culprit is the Ber-

muda High, a vast weather sys-
tem that significantly affects
TampaBayweather.
This time of year, the high nor-

mally is centered over Bermuda,
stretching hundreds of miles. It
turns clockwise, bringing east-
erlywinds across Florida.
Those winds heat up as they

A question of the heart
BY IRENE MAHER
Times Staff Writer

TV pitchman and Tampa resi-
dent Billy Mays died unexpected-
ly Sunday at age 50. The suspect:
heartdisease,accordingtotheHill-
sboroughCountymedical examin-
er.YetMaysreportedlyhadnoidea
he had a problem.
The same day, Jeff Swanagan,

who turned around the financial-
ly foundering Florida Aquarium,
died of an apparent heart attack
at age 51.
Last week, local lawyer Glenn

Burton died at 51 of cardiac arrest
after collapsing at the wheel of his

car.Andofcourse,MichaelJackson
diedoneweekagotodayat50,from
cardiac arrest. Autopsy results, in-
cluding whether he was abusing
prescription drugs, are pending.
Itmayseemshockingwhenaman’s

heartgivesoutatsuchanearlyage.But
physicianssay theysee itall the time.
Dr.PeterWassmer,aSt.Petersburg

cardiologistwiththeHeartandVascu-
larInstituteofFlorida,answeredques-
tionsa lotofushavebeenasking.

Whatcausesasuddencardiac
deathinsomeonewhohadno
symptoms?
“We’ve known for years that in

a lot of cases the first symptom of
heart disease is death. In 20 per-
cent of those cases it’s the young-
er men, less than 60, that this
happens to, not the older men, in
their 70s and 80s. These younger
men probably had a lot of risk
factors. What really happens is
there’s plaque in the coronary
vessels that ruptures. The body
tries to seal up that rupture with
blood clots. That blocks the ves-
sel, and the heart suddenly goes
into a bad rhythm, known as
fibrillation, and that’s what they
die from.’’

Cardiac disease can be hard to detect, but knowing risk factors helps.

Q&A | Heart disease

DIRK SHADD | Times

Greg Kilker, 49, of St. Petersburg gets checked out by registered
nurse Santeadra Jackson at St. Anthony’s Hospital on
Wednesday. Kilker, whose father died of a heart attack at age
46, has been on prescription medication for more than 10 years.

More matters of the heart on Pulse
Foragraphicexplanationof theplaquebuildup thatcan lead toaheart
attack, statisticsonheart failureandmore,go toPulse,6A.

Alone and adrift, girl survives crash
After her planewent down, she clung to
debris for hours before being rescued.

Rainfall totals
Partsof theTampaBayarea
weredelugedwithheavy rainon
Wednesday,producinga record
for theday inTampa.More rain is
expected today.

Tampa 4.72 inches

St.Petersburg 1.33

Clearwater 2.69

Brooksville 0.48

Source: National Weather Service

Girl, 2, strangled in
crib by pet python
The giant snake escapes its enclosure andwraps around the child.

. See HEART, 6A

WILL VRAGOVIC | Times

Law enforcement officials remove an 8¹⁄-foot-long albino Burmese python from the home where it killed 2-year-old
Shaiunna Hare in Oxford on Wednesday. The girl’s mother’s boyfriend owned the snake, along with a 6-foot boa constrictor.

BY MICHAEL KRUSE, STEPHEN NOHLGREN
AND JAMAL THALJI
Times Staff Writers

OXFORD

T
he intruders can grow up to 26 feet and
weigh more than 200 pounds. Their
muscular coils can strangle everything
from large animals to an entire eco-

system. Once they were unwanted pets. Now
thousands of themare here.
They’ve infested the Everglades. They

threaten native birds and mammals. They’ve
taken on Florida’s natural predator, alligators,
and tried to swallowonewhole.
Now, one of the giant snakes has killed a 2-

year-old girl.
Shaiunna Hare was strangled Wednesday

by the family’s pet albino Burmese python,

according to the Sumter County Sheriff ’s
Office.
Deputies say thenearly 8-foot, 6-inch yellow-

tinged snake escaped its enclosure at night,
slithered into her room, wrapped itself around
her as she lay in her crib, repeatedly bit her and
squeezed her to death.
The mother’s boyfriend, Charles Darnell,

awoke to find his pet missing. He found it in
Shaiunna’s room, on top of her. Darnell, who
is not her father, freed the girl by stabbing the
snakewith a 6-inch knife and ameat cleaver.
Injured, the snake released the child and

slithered away inside the home. In a call to 911
at about 9:40 a.m., an unidentifiedman sobs as
he tells the operatorwhat happened.
“The baby’s dead,” he says. “Our stupid snake

What’s happening?
Getavisual ideaofwhyyou
can’tgetoutsidewithoutgetting
soaked.Graphic,11A

Unexpected deluge
TampaBayarea residentsknew
rainwascomingbutnothow
much.Story,1B

Photo gallery
Can’tgetenoughof the
rain?Checkoutphotosat
links.tampabay.com

. See RAIN, 11A
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