
 
 

Men Scarred by Abuse at Florida Reform School Seek End to Pain 

In St. Petersburg Times, TampaBay.Com Special Report 

 
St. Petersburg, Fla. – April 17, 2009 – They were screwed-up kids, sent to the reform 

school in Marianna for smoking, fighting, stealing cars – or worse. The Florida School 

for Boys – that’d straighten them out.   

 

Fifty years later they are, by their own account, screwed-up men – afraid of the dark, 

unable to love or be loved, twisted by anger, scarred by the whippings they endured in a 

cinder block hell called the “White House.”  

 

They have joined together, these broken men, to testify to what their keepers did to them 

in the name of the state. They want compensation. But mostly they want an end to the 

pain.  

 

In a special report that appears online April 17 at http://magazine.tampabay.com 

and in print April 19, Times writers Ben Montgomery and Waveney Ann Moore and 

photographer Edmund D. Fountain take you inside the rank hallways of the “White 

House,” where boys once bit down on pillows and braced themselves for the lash. 

 

Among those who share their stories (hometown in Florida, unless otherwise stated) are: 

James Griffin, Apopka; Dick Colon, Baltimore, Md.; Willie Roberts, Boone, N.C.; 

Roger Kiser, Brunswick, Ga.; Paul Carin, Callahan; Jerry Cooper, Cape Coral; Robert 

Straley, Clearwater; Bill Haynes, Elmore, Ala.; Stu Kruger, Fort Lauderdale; Manuel 

Giddens, Fort Myers; Don Stratton, Gibsonton; Michael Greenway, Jacksonville; 

Henry Williams, Jacksonville; Marshall Drawdy, Jacksonville; Fran Marx, Lake City;  

Bryant Middleton, Panama City; Michael O'McCarthy, Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica; John 

Marx, Sarasota; Robert Lundy, Springfield, Ga.; Roy Connerly, Summerfield; Troy 

Warren, Vidalia, Ga. 

 

How could this happen? What should be done? Those are questions that have been asked 

again and again about the reform school, where boys went in troubled and came out 

destroyed. 
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About the St. Petersburg Times and TampaBay.com 

The St. Petersburg Times is Florida’s largest newspaper with an average circulation of 

390,289 Sunday and 268,935 daily (ABC publisher’s statement 9/30/08). Considered one of 

the top ten newspapers in the country, the newspaper has six Pulitzer Prizes to its name. 



TampaBay.com is Tampa Bay’s largest local news Web site, with a combined local and 

national audience of 1.6 million unique visitors each month (Nielsen//NetRatings average 

for 4/08-9/08). 
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